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Introduction to Myanmar Abbreviation

Aye Mi Aung

Abstract

This research paper presents a study of Myanmar abbreviations. Among the abbreviation
use in Myanmar society and various departments, the only abbreviations frequently used in
universities and degree colleges under Higher Education Department to communicate
effectively and quickly are particularly studied in this paper. To do this, abbreviations for
teaching and abbreviations for administration are divided into two in the paper.
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Introduction

This research paper presents the reference guide to Myanmar abbreviations frequently
used in Higher Education Department under the abbreviations representing arts and science to
education sector, the only abbreviations representing arts and science subjects from
universities and degree colleges, Higher Education Department under the Ministry of
Education are studied as a research area. Reference guide to Myanmar abbreviations mean
reference to abbreviations easily used in Myanmar in the twinkling of an eye. The Myanmar
Language and Myanmar vocabulary and reference guide to Myanmar abbreviations are
additionally presented. In the study of abbreviations concerning Higher Education
Department, abbreviations for teaching and abbreviations for administration are divided into
two categories. Using abbreviations in Myanmar literature throughout the successive eras are
much more effective at present. This paper is intended to help the staff from education
department use the abbreviations standing for various arts and science subjects from
universities and degree colleges under the Ministry of Education. The paper presented as the
benefit for the region may be a bridge to university students, university staff and respective
office staff.

Myanmar Abbreviations

In the Myanmar Language, abbreviations are used as reference words. Before
presenting reference guide to Myanmar abbreviations, the Myanmar Language and Myanmar
vocabulary are firstly mentioned here.

Myanmar language and Myanmar vocabulary

The Myanmar Language includes both spoken language and written one. The former
is primary and the latter secondary. On the other hand, written language has existed long. It
may also exist for years. Written language, together with modern developments, is
extensively used and has a pivotal role.

As this paper is concerned with the abbreviations used in universities and degree
colleges from Higher Education Department, it studies using writing system, the basic step of
written language. In studying writing system, it puts emphasis on writing point of view of
linguistics, a branch of language.
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After studying writing system in the world, it is found that two types of writing
system, namely writing that is based on syllable and writing system that is not based on
syllable can be divided depending on the relationship between writing alphabet and syllable.
Myanmar writing is writing that represents syllable. Myanmar alphabet is a set of letters that
represent syllables. Myanmar writing is syllable writing using the combination of consonant
symbol and vowel symbol. Syllable is a set of sounds. When analysing such words [[\}}

Jlay;} (human being, give), [\}} consonant combined with [|&}] vowel and ]y} consonant
combined with [Jat;}} vowel are a set of sounds.

In each syllable, consonant symbol that represents consonant sound is the main part of
that word, but vowel is mentioned around consonant, i.e. above or under or left or right.
Vowels can also describe tone together.

In the Myanmar Language, there are signs that directly refer to the whole word
without combining vowel sound and consonant sound. Such signs|| 17 (? 41;1 \}} refer to
the whole sound and they are not signs that distinguish between consonant sound and vowel
sound. Likewise, such mathematical sign as J|1? 2 3]} are separate signs that do not refer to
respective sound. Apart from those signs, the Myanmar Language is writing based on
syllable.

In studying a syllable containing a consonant and a vowel, a consonant cannot stand
alone. It can only be pronounced with a vowel as consonant sound is very short. It may
occur in the twinkling of an eye. As a consonant sound cannot be pronounced within a very
short time, only a consonant sound with a vowel sound may be clear. On the other hand, a
vowel sound can be pronounced alone as well as with the combination of a consonant sound.

With regard to the importance of consonant, [JAIN;}} (consonant) that comes from Pali
word [JAsl l}can define meaning and so it is called JAIN;}} (consonant).

Moreover, Pali word [JAsTe)} has another meaning, namely [| [[i;\il} (curry) is called
[JAN;} (consonant) as it is not as important as [XI1;}} (rice). Therefore, it is found that
[JAsN;} (consonant) can define meaning only when it is combined with |O&]} (vowel).

According to the above - mentioned fact, a syllable may be either the combination of
a consonant and a vowel or a single vowel. The number of syllables that are single vowels
may be within limits whereas the number of syllables that are the combination of a consonant
and a vowel may be considerable. Syllable is divided into two types, namely monosyllable
such as [)ye;! Wm} (flower, come) and polysyllable such as [aumi;ui? rmvmj} (sky,

garland).

Those syllables are words. They become vocabulary together with the frequent use of
them. In the pocket Myanmar dictionary, [Ja0§ [ "&}} (vocabulary) is defined as [|€ac:€a0:’
pum\v;}} (names; words). Therefore, [Ja0J &} (vocabulary) can be defined as
[OPrmjzi zlpn;xmon tac:tal0:! pumwv;rm}} (names for words that are
composed of syllables).

According to Sayamagyi Daw Than Swe, an ex-professor, vocabulary refers to
expressions coined by the then scholars based on the needs of the present day. These are

extensively used in accordance with the people's wish at that time. Sometimes they are
slightly changed, disappear without being used and reappear after dying out. Later on, not
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knowing the purpose of the inventors of the coinages, they are used after being changed them
in part.

Hence new coinages, together with new social events, are invented further and they
may increase more and more. Using abbreviations in the Myanmar Language is one of the
root causes of vocabulary enrichment.

Introduction to Myanmar abbreviations
Abbreviations are used in most languages. Like others, in the Myanmar Language

there are abbreviations. In the Myanmar Language, [EWaumul} (abbreviation) is defined
as [[Ewci; Xmaonpunm;? €U&m) (contracted letter or word).

As a result, [jrermtwaunul}} (Myanmar abbreviations) can be defined as [jrerm
bnompumwi jylragniuciurmu  twci; xmonpun;? €udm} (contracted
letter or word used for the functions of the Myanmar Language).

In the Myanmar Language, abbreviations have been used for ages. In the Bagan era
in which writing system came into existence, abbreviations were found on stone inscriptions.

In addition to writing something for the second time, only numerals were used as
abbreviations without repetition.

Mathematical signs were used as abbreviations for closely related homonyms, too.
Mathematical signs that represent days were also used as abbreviations for the replacements
of other words, not for days.

Throughout successive eras, abbreviations have been extensively used. In Myanmar
literature, such abbreviations [Jy? "7 €ml} were used.

Also, during the struggle of our independence, those who went to England to demand
Home Rule, namely [|0;0az? O;y? 0;<e;%e}} were abbreviated as [|Jaz! y? %e}}.

Later on abbreviations are used more and more, and in offices and organizations they
are also used. Such abbreviations as [V , , MpuUys;a&,aunyad;a1;}} as [V , publ;}} ?
Iylagniquo , a&;}} (transport) as Jlylquj} and JEX;ppr;ppaq;aé; €zl}} (Bureau of
Special Investigation) as [|ppp}} are extensively used.

Using abbreviations in everyday language, Myanmar language not only increases new
coinages but also helps us memorize them easily and use them in business effectively.

Abbreviations for Higher Education Sector

Abbreviations for Higher Education Sector are used for carrying out the tasks of
teaching and administration from Higher Education Department under the Ministry of
Education, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar easily and effectively.

Abbreviations for teaching

Abbreviations for teaching are ones standing for names of subjects, classes and names
of universities used in universities and degree colleges from Higher Education Department
under the Ministry for Education, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Abbreviations for teaching are separately studied depending on the combination of
such abbreviations.
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Single consonants with [ €} vowel

In single consonants with][€fvowel, abbreviations used as a single word and
abbreviations used as two or three combined words are classified.

Abbreviations used as a single word for single consonants with || &}vowel

name of subject abbreviation

pwyn P
"OeuaA” )
"MwaA*
yx001
braA”
rEeaA*
jrermpnm
ori;
Oya“"ynmn
T vypn

HOOWWG‘<

Abbreviations used as two or three combined words for single consonants with

€} vowel

name of university/College abbreviation name of university/College abbreviation

uav,wuov uvw aunugnNnwuov ugw
ui;wwuov uww ppurynma&aunvy  pyw
ppawwuovVv pwo awniiu; wuov wuw
awniiwuov wiw Xm0, wuov %0
"*wuov "*w yorwuov yow
yivwuov yVvw ynwuov yw
Ae;armwuov Ar bntwuov bw
rau; wuov ruw armviriiwuov rrw
rwvnwuov rxu reav; wuov re
reav;Eiijcm;bnon reo &eueErijcmbnon ebw
wuov wuov

jrplusemwuov rue Irwwuov rwo
&wenywuov &wo rsmwuov réw
geuetallyl; wuov  &&w teuetad,oiwuov tlo
ahb " *&aumnvy &"u V% wuov Vvaw
Vvilaunwuov vu [ onwwuov [ow

tri;omprcelcrynn tpu
aunvy
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name of subject
uexw'mwaA*

pniuNwuETowynn
p;ym,pr
Eriwunquqaé,ynn
jrermrynn

HhuaA®

OC

tPZ0aA"

tP0joy

Abbreviating using the only front of words

abbreviation name of subject

u
po
pp
€q
rr
&C
ocC
Pz
to

ueylwnoyyn
pn&i;Eiynn(oy)
Z0"mwaA*
jynolag;&n
&opmayta&;ton;
hyaA"

OWwaA"
taldwiynn

93

abbreviation
uo

P&
7m
Yy
&O
&y
ow
&

Using the only front of words means that two or three front of words or 'skipping'
words of names of some vocabulary are used as abbreviations.

name of university/College

uav,wuov
ppawwuov
awniiwuov
"*wuov
yCc,wuov
ynwuov
bntwuov
reyiwuov
r;Ai;"*daunvy
rEav; wuov
jrijcwuov
Irvmwuov

a&eacii; " *&aunvy
geuetallyi,wuov
alb " *&aumnvy
Vvilaunwuov

abbreviation name of university/College
aunugnwuov

uav;
ppaw
awni i
L

yC,

yn
bnt
reyi
alh
rEav;
jri;ic
Irw
a&eacin;
tallyi;
ahb
vilaun

awniiu;wuowv
Xm0, wuov
yorwuov
yculwuov
Ae;arnwuov
rau; wuov
armviriiwuov
rwvinwuov
rxnvuov
jrpluen; wuov
&wenywuov

&euetaenuyi;wuov
teuetad,oiwuov

Vvinzwuov
[ onwwuov

abbreviation
aunugn

awniiu;
Xm0,
yor
ycul
Ae:arm
rau;
armvirii
FwWwi
Iiam
jrptusenm;
&weny
taenuyi;
ta0;o1
\V/IIR75

[ onw
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name of subject abbreviation name of subject abbreviation
ueyilwnoyyn ueyiwn  Z0"mwaA" Z0"'mw

"mwaA" "mw Eluwv , %yaA* Eluwv,

yx001 yx0 braA* br

rEeaA* red jrernrynn jrernr
&opmayta&;tom, &O huaA® hu

YhyaA* Yy ahani;oawoeynn  ahalni;* a0
OwaA" ow TPZ0aA" TtPZ0
Oya"ynm Oya*

It is found that such a case is used among peer group of this field.
Abbreviating using Myanmar numbers

For the sake of easy and effective teaching, names of some vocabulary are replaced
with Myanmar numbers

Class abbreviations
yXTrEp 1
"W, Ep 2
ww , Ep 3
PWWEp 4

They are not used alone but with symbols of specific specializations.
Matching Myanmar numbers with single consonants

Matching Myanmar numbers with single consonants means that Myanmar numbers
used as abbreviations of vocabulary and single consonants used as abbreviations of
vocabulary are combined. For example,

yXrEp? huaA* - 1&c
"W, Ep? owaA" - 20W
ww , Ep? jrermpn - 3r
pwweEp? Oya* - 40

Matching Myanmar numbers with the only front of words

Matching Myanmar numbers with the only front of words means that Myanmar
numbers used as abbreviations and the only front of words are combined. For example,

YXTEp yi&*uir;jyl - 1yq
"W, Ep yi&*uir;jyl - 2y
ww , Ep yge*usryl - 3yg
PWWED yg&*uir;jyl - 4y
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Abbreviations for administration

Abbreviations for administration are those used in administration departments from
the universities of Higher Education Department under the Ministry of Education.

Abbreviations for administration can be separately studied depending on the

combination of abbreviations.

Abbreviating using single consonants with ]J&}} vowel

In abbreviating single consonants with | €}} vowel, some parts like superscripted
devowelizer and vowel of the word we want to use are deleted and two or three single

consonants with [ &} vowel are combined.

Original term
aumi;oma&;&nxme
pmar;yxme

prib@nXme

e, arxme
blveto;cibraA®Xne
wuowvrinyEywu
armue;xe;
tqijriynn0;p;Xne
tal;o1Xne
wuovrnA[yEywu
0Zmoywuov

abbreviation
uo
pr
pb
er
bv
wy
rux
tgn
tlo
WAy
0o

Such a case is mostly found in writing numbers of business letters.

Abbreviating by matching Myanmar numbers with consonants and words

Abbreviating by matching Myanmar numbers with consonants and words can be
defined as matching number with single consonants and matching numbers with words.

Abbreviating by matching Myanmar numbers with single consonants

In abbreviating by matching numbers with single consonants, numbers are used as
abbreviations for classes, and some parts like superscripted devowelizer and vowel of the
word we want to use are deleted and single consonant is used.

Original term
yXrEpjrernpmex;jyl
"W, Epjrermpmx;jy!
WW , EpjrermpmeX;jyt
PWWEpjrermpmt;jyl

abbreviation

1r
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In the example above, it is found that numbers 17 2 37 4 are used as abbreviations for

classes such as First Year, Second Year, Third Year and Fourth Year, and single consonants
are used as abbreviations for words.

Abbreviating by matching Myanmar numbers with key words

In matching numbers with key words, numbers are used for classes and some parts of
the word we want to use are deleted and the only key words are used.

Original term abbreviation
yXrEp*Px;we; 1*P
"W, Ep*PX;we; 2*P

r [ n0Znt&ntci;pp r [npp”ud
r [ n0Zmyx<rEp Lrn

r [n0Zn*w , Ep 2rn
yXFEp yg@&*ur;jyl 1y
"W, Ep yg@&*uerijyl 2y}

WW , Ep yi&*uir;jyl 3yy
PWWEpD yg&*usrjyi 4yq

r [noawoe lr[no
Og&ayg&* wir;jyl lygé*o
"YVImyxrEp 1"
"ywrm*w , Ep 2"

In the example above, it is found that Myanmar numbers 17 27 3! 4 are used for First
Year, Second Year, Third Year and Fourth Year, and some parts of the word we want to use

are deleted and the only key words are used.

Abbreviating names of words

In abbreviating names of words, abbreviating using the only front of words,
abbreviating using some front of words and abbreviating using back of words are found.

Abbreviating using the only front of words

Abbreviating using the only front of words can be defined as abbreviating names of

designations and offices.
Original term

abbreviation

ygarnuciy ygcily

"W, ygarmuciy cly
nelum;aé;ri;cly necly
"w, Nelumaé:ri; "NerL;
ygarmu? Xmert; yorl;
Vvuaxnuuxu VAXUXU
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In the word [ygarmucsy}} abbreviated as [ygciy}}, it is found that translation word
[lysiarmu}l and Myanmar word |JEycily OJlare combined using abbreviations. Likewise, in
the word [|"W , ygarmuciy}} abbreviated as, it is found that Pali word ]|*W , }}, translation
word [Jygarmu}} and Myanmar word [ €yCiyO}} are combined using abbreviations. In the
word ||Aeluma&;rl;cly}} abbreviated as ]JAeciyl}, it is found that translation word
[[Aelun;aé;rl;} and Myanmar word || &€U; ErL;}} are combined using abbreviations.

The word ]|"W , Aelum;a&;rl;Jlabbreviated as ||* AerL;}}, it is found that Pali word
[I"w , }}, translation word [[Fieluma&;}} and Myanmar word [J&uU;ErL} are combined
using abbreviations.

Abbreviating using some front of words

Abbreviating using some front of words can be defined as deleting some parts of the
word we want to use and using some front of words.

Original term abbreviation
wiOecygarmucty wiOecyyqcily
tqijriynn0;p;Xne(atnu) tqijri(atnu)
tqijriynn0;p;Xne(txu) tqijri(txu)
vipr;tm€&i;grpzlizl;rXne vipr;tm;

In the example above, deleting some parts of the word we want to use and using some
front of words are found.

Abbreviating using back of words

Abbreviating using back of words can be defined as deleting some parts of the word
we want to use and using back of words.

Original term abbreviation
Xneprl; pri;
Xnecrl,; cri;

In the example above, it is found that Pali word [Xej} is deleted and then the main
striking back of words [|prL;}}, lcrL;} are used as abbreviations.

In abbreviation for administration, abbreviating single consonants with |J&}} vowel,
abbreviating by matching figures with consonants and abbreviating names of terms are found.

Abbreviating single consonants with || &}} vowel is mostly used for writing numbers of
business letters.

In abbreviating by matching figures with consonants, classes such as First Year,
Second Year, third Year and Fourth Year and abbreviated as figures whereas words as single
consonants.

Words with more than one syllable are used as abbreviations. A speaker used
abbreviations to be able to speak something quickly and to easily understand what he means
for a hearer. It is obvious that abbreviations are realy useful for understanding what is meant
within a short time.
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Overall Comment

In the research paper on Myanmar abbreviations, the Myanmar Language is firstly
presented. As this paper is concerned with the abbreviations used in universities and degree
colleges form. Higher Education Department, it is studied using writing system, the basic step
of spoken and written language. The meaning of vocabulary is also explained here.

New vocabulary increases whenever we deal with new social issues. Throughout
successive eras abbreviations were used a lot and they may be extensively used in the future.
That's why departments and organizations that serve for the state use abbreviations more and
more. Using abbreviations in everyday expressions helps vocabulary enrichment. Even
though abbreviations are not defined in a dictionary, they are useful for using a language in a
way. For business using abbreviations for understanding each other exists in social issues
without difficulty. This paper includes the abbreviations concerning subjects, names of
universities and classes. Such a case is used for communicating each other among the people
who are in the same job. They are used for correspondence in offices and teaching to the
effective. In short, they are extensively used in Higher Education Department of social issues
and business.
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